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The Home Buying Process



Welcome to the 
SMART Home Buying 
Guide! 

This guide is designed to help you navigate 

the home-buying journey with clarity, 

confidence, and ease. Whether you’re 

purchasing your first home or searching 

for your dream property, SMART offers a 

proven approach to make the process 

smooth and successful.
.

Why Choose SMART

Buying a home is one of the most 

significant investments you’ll make. 

Partnering with a trusted, experienced 

guide ensures your journey is informed, 

efficient, and enjoyable. SMART combines 

expertise, innovative tools, and tailored 

strategies to empower you at every stage 

of the process.
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A Buyer Broker Agreement is a formal contract between you and your real 

estate agent that outlines their responsibilities, the services they’ll provide, and 

how they’ll be compensated. Recent rule changes now require agents to clearly 

disclose their fees and who pays them, ensuring you fully understand these 

arrangements before signing. 

Traditionally, sellers cover the buyer’s agent commission, but transparency is 

now prioritized. The new rules also give you flexibility in choosing the level of 

service, whether full representation or limited assistance, allowing you to 

customize support to your needs. Additionally, agent fees are more negotiable, 

with options like flat fees instead of traditional commission-based payments. 

Agreements must specify timeframes and clearly explain your right to cancel if 

expectations aren’t met. These updates enhance consumer protection by 

holding agents accountable to act in your best interest and provide unbiased 

advice.

With these changes, a SMART agent can empower you to make informed 

decisions, ensuring they work in alignment with your best interests. By fostering 

transparency and flexibility, these updates create a smoother, more trustworthy 

homebuying experience. Your SMART agent is your advocate—don’t hesitate to 

ask them to clarify any part of the agreement or buying process. Knowledge is 

key to making confident decisions on your path to homeownership!
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Taking the first step toward buying your dream home begins 

with understanding your financial readiness. Pre-approval 

not only clarifies how much home you can afford but also 

demonstrates to sellers that you’re a serious and qualified 

buyer. SMART connects you with trusted financial resources 

to help secure pre-approval, ensuring you have a clear 

budget and a competitive edge in the market. This step 

streamlines your journey, allowing you to focus on finding 

the perfect home with confidence and peace of mind.
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SMART Recommendation: 

Kristi Norton

858.395.6550

Julia Downs

858.880.8303

Jill Jalalia

714.883.2423

Start with Loan Pre-Approval
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What You’ll Need to Get Pre-Approved

Proof of Income

• Recent pay stubs (usually for the last 30 days)

• W-2 forms from the past two years

• Proof of additional income (e.g., bonuses, 

alimony, or other sources)

Proof of Employment

Employment verification, such as a letter from 

your employer or recent pay stubs.

If self-employed, tax returns and profit/loss 

statements for the past two years.

Credit History

Lenders will pull your credit report to review your 

credit score and payment history.

Address any discrepancies on your credit report 

before applying.

Proof of Assets

Recent bank statements for checking, savings, 

and investment accounts.

Documentation of any other assets that can be 

used for your down payment or reserves.

Debt Information

Details of outstanding loans, credit card balances, 

or other liabilities.

This helps lenders calculate your debt-to-income 

ratio.

Identification

A government-issued photo ID (e.g., driver’s 

license or passport).

Social Security number for credit checks.

Down Payment Documentation

Evidence of where your down payment funds are 

coming from (e.g., savings or a gift letter if funds 

are from family).

Tips for a Smooth Pre-Approval Process:

Organize your documents in advance to avoid delays. Ensure your credit report is accurate and free 

of errors. Respond promptly to any requests from your lender for additional information. Getting pre-

approved not only provides financial clarity but also strengthens your position as a buyer in the 

competitive real estate market.

Securing pre-approval is a straightforward process, but it 

requires some essential documentation to assess your financial 

stability and readiness. Here’s what you’ll typically need:
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The journey to finding your perfect home starts with a clear vision 

of what you need and want. SMART helps you focus on the 

essentials by considering key factors like your preferred locations, 

budget, financing options, home size, style, and must-have 

features. We also take into account proximity to schools, work, 

and local amenities to ensure your new home fits seamlessly into 

your lifestyle. This personalized approach keeps you on track and 

prioritizes properties that align with your goals, saving time and 

effort while ensuring you find the perfect match.

Tips for Defining Your Dream Home
Create a wish list of your “must-haves” and “nice-to-haves” to 

guide your search. This will help you stay focused and make 

informed decisions when viewing potential homes.

DOWNLOAD A SMART DREAM HOME CHECKLIST
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Finding your ideal home is easier with the right tools. SMART 

simplifies your property search by providing access to advanced 

resources that save you time and maximize your options. 

With Custom Alerts, you’ll receive real-time updates on new listings 

that match your criteria. Explore properties effortlessly with Virtual 

and In-Person Tours, allowing you to evaluate homes at your 

convenience. Gain a competitive edge with Market Insights, including 

exclusive data and access to off-market opportunities. With SMART, 

you’ll stay informed and ahead in the search for your dream home.

Tips for a finding Your Dream Home
Keep your search organized by creating a list of your top choices, 

noting their pros and cons. This will make comparing properties 

easier and ensure you’re prepared to act quickly when the perfect 

home becomes available.
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Finding Your Dream Home
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Once you’ve found the perfect home, the next step is crafting an 

offer that stands out. SMART provides expert guidance through 

every aspect of this critical process. We begin by analyzing 

comparable sales to determine the ideal price, ensuring your offer is 

competitive yet reasonable. Next, we help you structure 

a compelling offer tailored to your budget, goals, and the seller’s 

preferences. Finally, SMART takes the lead in managing 

negotiations, safeguarding your interests while working toward an 

agreement that satisfies all parties. With a well-prepared and 

strategic offer, you’ll be one step closer to securing your dream 

home.

Tips for When Making an Offer
Before submitting your offer, consider including flexible terms like a 

preferred closing date or fewer contingencies to make your bid more 

attractive to the seller.

7 6 0 . 2 2 . S M A R T | H e l l o @ s m a r t . r e a l e s t a t e | S M A R T. r e a l e s t a t e 9

Making an Offer

mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
mailto:Hello@smart.realestate
http://SMART.realestate
http://SMART.realestate
http://SMART.realestate
http://SMART.realestate
http://SMART.realestate
http://SMART.realestate
http://SMART.realestate
http://SMART.realestate
http://SMART.realestate
http://SMART.realestate
http://SMART.realestate
http://SMART.realestate
http://SMART.realestate
http://SMART.realestate
http://SMART.realestate
http://SMART.realestate
http://SMART.realestate
http://SMART.realestate
http://SMART.realestate
http://SMART.realestate
http://SMART.realestate
http://SMART.realestate
http://SMART.realestate
http://SMART.realestate
http://SMART.realestate
http://SMART.realestate
http://SMART.realestate
http://SMART.realestate
http://SMART.realestate
http://SMART.realestate
http://SMART.realestate


Once your offer is accepted, the focus shifts to ensuring the home 

meets your expectations. SMART assists you with coordinating 

inspections to identify any potential issues, such as structural 

problems or necessary repairs. We also guide you through reviewing 

disclosures and reports, ensuring you fully understand the 

property’s condition and history. If any concerns arise, SMART helps 

you address repairs or renegotiate terms, safeguarding your 

investment and giving you peace of mind before closing. This phase 

ensures you’re making a confident and informed decision.

Tips for Due Diligence
Attend the home inspection if possible—it’s a great opportunity to 

learn about the property’s condition and future maintenance needs 

directly from the inspector.
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Inspection and Due Diligence
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The final step of your home-buying journey is the most 

exciting—completing the purchase and officially becoming a 

homeowner! SMART ensures a seamless process by managing 

escrow, coordinating with your lender, title company, and other 

parties to keep everything on track. We guide you 

through reviewing and signing closing documents, ensuring every 

detail is correct and transparent. Finally, once all steps are 

complete, we hand you the keys to your new home, making your 

dream a reality.

Tips for Due Diligence
Before closing day, review your final closing disclosure thoroughly 

and bring a valid ID along with any required funds for a smooth 

handover of keys.
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Closing the Deal
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Buyer Advantage Program

Our exclusive program provides you with tools and 
resources to stay ahead in the competitive market:

• Priority Buyer Status: Gain early access to listings.

• Home-Buying Workshops: Learn the ins and outs of 
the process from our experts.

• Buyer Guarantees: If you’re not satisfied with your 
purchase, we’ll help you resell your home at a reduced 
commission.
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Buyer Advantage Program
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Making a well-informed offer requires a deep 

understanding of the real estate market, and that’s 

where the SMART CMA (Comparative Market 

Analysis) comes in. By analyzing key data points 

and market conditions, the SMART CMA provides a 

detailed and accurate picture of a property’s value, 

empowering you to make competitive yet sensible 

decisions.

• Recent sales data

• Active and pending listings

• Local market trends
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Competitive Market Analysis

A SMART CMA provides a detailed 

snapshot of the market to help you make 

informed decisions when buying or selling 

a home. Here’s the key data included:

• Recent Sales Data

• Active Listings

• Pending Listings

• Expired or Withdrawn Listings

• Local Market Trends

• Neighborhood-Specific Data

• Property Value Analysis

• Market Conditions Overview
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Leverage Local Expertise

Our agents specialize in local markets, giving you insider knowledge on:

• Neighborhood trends

• School districts and amenities

• Long-term property value growth

Maximize Your Buying Power

We help you explore creative financing options, such as:

• Down payment assistance programs

• First-time buyer incentives

• Adjustable-rate or fixed-rate mortgages

Stay Ahead of the Competition

With our SMART Offer Platform, you can:

• Monitor market activity in real-time

• Make offers quickly and strategically

• Gain an edge in multiple-offer situations

Strategies for Home buying Success
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Visit Us Online
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